
Interview	about	Benches	
	
No.	 Date	 Person	 Details	of	conversation	
1	 2019/7/24	 3	elderly	people	

on	a	bench	
A	lot	of	flies	
Kids,	work,	gossips	
Entertain	themselves	
Every	night	in	the	summer,	when	it’s	not	that	hot	

2	 2019/7/24	 80-year-old	
woman	with	her	
dog,	bench	was	
broken,	waiting	
to	be	fixed	but	
was	never	fixed	

Lives	alone,	husband	died,	has	a	daughter,	grandkids,	and	
greatgrandkids	
Son-in-law	is	a	painter	
Airplanes	do	something	to	her	garden	so	that	her	tomatoes	don’t	
grow	
Worked	with	tractors	(used	to	be	uncommon	for	women)	
Passed	illegally	to	Greece	(taught	us	some	Greek,	used	to	be	a	maid	in	
a	wealthy	Greek	family	I	remember)	
Adventurer	
Showed	us	the	huge,	beautiful	garden	(couldn’t	tell	from	the	outside	
of	the	door)	
Has	chickens	
There	used	to	be	a	café,	where	the	speakers	were	very	loud	
They	roast	sheep	in	an	oven	

3	 2019/7/29	 3	old	women	 I	cannot	see	
Is	she	from	China?	
Which	country	are	you	from?	
Look	at	the	bench	
This	is	not	our	bench	
What	could	this	be?	
Well,	this	is	not	a	bench.	
Read,	Benke	
We	can	take	a	present,	right?	
You	have	only	made	drawings	of	benches,	oh	yeah	yeah	
Are	there	this	many	benches	in	Gorna	Lipnitsa?	
Fixing	the	bench	
We’re	from	Bulgaria	
Go	pick	a	card	
I	cannot	see	without	my	glasses	
Benches	on	the	cards	
Get	a	drawing,	so	that	you	will	not	offend	her	
BOOM	
The	bench	used	to	be	really	nice,	but	it’s	broken	now.	
She	doesn’t	understand	Bulgarian,	why	are	you	telling	her	this?	
Oh	she	understands.	
She	took	a	card	that	resembles	one	of	the	drawings	
Counting	the	pieces	of	wood	on	the	bench	
Selfie	
With	my	broken	teeth?	
Don’t	laugh	
It’s	broken.	Kaput!	



Take	the	photo	from	her	torso	up.	
Whole	body.	
Don’t	shout.	
That’s	good.	

4	 2019/7/29	 One	old	woman	 She	likes	the	benches.		
We’re	thinking	about	who	we’re	going	to	meet	when	they	pass	the	
street.	
There	is	a	bench	because	she	cannot	stand	for	a	long	time.	Her	legs.	
She	wants	to	sit	somewhere.	
That’s	why	they	made	the	bench.	
Where	are	you	from?		
Are	you	from	here?	(My	answer	is	“Da”)	
We	have	a	boy	(grandson)	in	the	house	who	is	two	years	old.		
Little	boy	
Did	you	understand?	
Her	kids	are	not	at	house	right	now.	
She	didn’t	need	the	drawings.	

5	 2019/7/29	 Woman	 (Hello)	What	is	it?	
6	 2019/7/29	 Woman	 I	have	already	replied	to	her	
7	 2019/7/29	 Old	man	 We’re	talking	about	general	stuff,	who	has	what	in	the	garden,	what	

they	have	planted,	tomatoes,	cucumbers,	onion	and	garlic,	that	sort	of	
general	stuff	
Everyone	has	a	bench	in	front	of	his	house.	We	sit	on	the	benches;	we	
speak	with	the	neighbors.	
Where	are	you	from?	
Ah.	
You	have	taken	a	picture	of	the	benches.	
(Santa	Claus	laugh)	
That’s	good.	
For	me?	
Let’s	say	this	one.	
I	like	this	one.	

8	 2019/7/29	 Old	woman	(has	
a	beautiful	
garden)	

Are	you	from	the	residency?	(Da)	
Oh	it’s	nothing	(special).	
My	parents	they	used	to	live	here.	Now	they	are	gone.	(Voice	cracking	
a	little	bit)	
Oh.	This?	
It’s	very	pretty.	
Very	pretty.	

	


